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12:30 PM     Leadership & Elders 

                     Meeting  

 

 

Sunday, December  6 

òDonõt Forget to Wonderó 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, December  13 

òPeace is Possible!ó  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 20 

òDealing with Wanderersó 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 24  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 27 

Michael Milo, guest speaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Holiday Family Nights 
 

òHealthy Cooking Nightó 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 5:00 ð 7:00 p.m. 

 

òThe Five Love Languages  
for Familiesó 

Sunday, February 14, 2009 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) 
Tuesday,  February 16, 2010 6:30ð8:30 p.m. 

 

Early Morning Prayer,  
Meditation & Imposition of Ashes 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010  

6:00  - 8:00 a.m.   
& 

6:00 ð 8:00 p.m. 
Imposition of ashes if desired. 

10:00 AM    Community Worship 

11:15 AM    Refreshments 

11:30 AM    Growth Groups 

Cartoon is  

unavailable  



From the Congregational Care Team 
From the Senior Pastor 

 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Christ Community Church, 
 
 LOVE came down at Christmas 
 LOVE all lovely 
 LOVE divine 
 LOVE was born at Christmas 
 Star and angels gave the sign. 
 
òAdvent properly understood, has the dimensions, past, present and 
future.  The pastñChristõs historic coming to Israel at Bethlehem; the presentñ
Christõs coming to the church and to you and me in the here and now; the fu-
tureñChristõs final coming to all the world at the end of the age.ó 
       James S. Stewart 
       The Wind of the Spirit 
 
May you enjoy the wonderful ADVENT SEASON and the Birth of our Savior. 
 
 O Holy Child of Bethlehem,  
 Descend to we, we pray. 
 Cast out our sin and enter in, 
 Be born to us today. 
   Phillip Brooks 
 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Dick 

Dr. Richard   

òDickó Schultheis 

Congregational  

Care Pastor  Reverend 
Michael Dunkelberger 

One of my favorite feature reporters was Sydney J. Harris whom I fol-

lowed in the Detroit Free Press.  While going through some old files I happened 

upon a column he wrote on Christmas entitled:  ñMeaning of Christmas usually 

eludes usò.  The message hit me hard enough that Iôve saved it all these years.  

Let me share this with you this month. 

 ñEveryone says that what is wrong with Christmas is that it is ñtoo com-

mercialò, but that is not the trouble.  What is wrong with Christmas is that it is 

ñtoo spiritualò in the wrong way. 

 The commercial aspect of Christmas can easily be ignored or rejected by 

anyone who wants to take this holiday seriously.  But the spiritual aspect is  

harder to separate from the true message. 

 The Three Wise Men, and the Star of Bethlehem, and the babe in the manger and the mys-

tery and the miracle ï all these made it tempting for us to forget what the whole story is about. 

 And the whole story ï the whole message of the whole ñmessiahshipò ï can be summed up 

in two sentences from Jesusô own lips: 

 ñIf anyone says ñI love Godò and hates his brother, he is a liar.ò  I John 4:20 

 ñInasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it unto 

me.ò  (Matthew 25:40) 

 This is what Christmas ï the mass of Christ ï must mean, if it is to mean anything.  If it does 

not mean this to us, then what we worship is magic and superstition and idolatry. 

 You cannot love God without loving (which is not to say liking) every fellow creature He 

made; and an act of contempt or rejection or injustice or neglect toward the least the lowest, the 

poorest, the weakest, the dumbest ï is an act against Him. 

 If Christianity does not mean this, it means nothing.  If this central fact is slurred or sermon-

ized away, the whole structure of Christianity falls apart, and we are left with nothing but another 

primitive ñmagicò religion that may comfort us but is powerless to change us. 

 And it is not the impious, the pagans and unbelievers, who must be most on guard against 

forgetting this message.  It is the believers, the ñspiritualò people, who are prone to mistake form for 

substance, prayers for performance, and worship for practice. 

 Christianity is not a ñspiritualò religion, like some creeds of the East.  It is an intensely 

ñpracticalò religion, having its moral roots in the acute social conscience of Judaism.  It was not de-

signed to change the way men think or believe as much as to change the way they act. 

 It is easy to think Christmas, and easy to believe Christmas; but it is hard ï sometimes intol-

erably hard ï to act Christmas.  It is not our false commercialism that prevents it, but our false spiri-

tuality.  Not the clang of cash register, but the jingle of bells, calling us to sentimentality, and seduc-

ing us from the year-round ministry of brotherhood.ò 

 Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a joyous, warm and peaceful New Year, 

      Warmly, 

       Pastor Mike 



Small Group News 

Small Groups usually have 6-12 people who gather regularly to talk about 

their spiritual journeys, study the bible, pray, encourage, and support one an-

other.  The following are three groups that are currently meeting.  If you 

would like to know more about a particular group, please feel free to contact 

the group leader either by phone or email. 

Sunday Morning Intensive Bible Study  
 

Primary Focus:  Intensive study of a particular book of the Bible. 
 

 Present Study:  The Book of Daniel 
 

           Leader:  Stan Nash 

     (517) 641-4020 

   Stanley@att.net 
 

  Meeting Time:  Sunday, 11:30 AM  
 

          Location:  First Floor, Staff Conference Room 

 

Sunday Morning Discovery Group  
Primary Focus:  Intensive study of a particular book of the Bible. 

      

Present Study:  The Gospel of Matthew 
  

            Leader:  Dick Schultheis 

   (517) 332-0134  

   dickbonnie@hotmail.com  
 

 Meeting Time:  Sunday, 11:30 AM 
 

         Location:  Library, First Floor of the Childrenõs Building 

 

New Adult Group  
Primary Focus:  Lessons to be learned from people in the scriptures. 
 

Present Study:  òCast of Charactersó by Max Lucado 
 

Leader:   Pastor Mike Dunkelberger 

   (517) 482-0600 

   pastormike@christcommunitylansing.org 
 

Meeting time:   Sunday, 11:30 AM 
 

Location:   The Gate, downstairs on the Capitol Ave. side 

 

 

 

          A Legal Holiday Greeting 
 

 In our era of ñthe politically correctò I found the following that I think captures 

the absurdity of it all.  I hope it brings a smile and a bit of agreement. 
 

 ñPlease accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, my best wishes for an 

environmentally conscious, socially responsible, low stress, non-addictive, gender 

neutral, celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced within the most enjoyable 

traditions of the religious persuasion of our choice, or secular practices of your choice, 

with respect for the religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their 

choice not to practice religious or secular traditions at alléand a fiscally successful, 

personally fulfilling, and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the 

generally accepted calendar year 2010, but not without due respect for the calendars of 

choice of other cultures whose contributions to society have helped make America great, 

(not to imply that America is necessarily greater than any other country or is the only 

ñAMERICAò in the western hemisphere),  and without regard to the race, creed, color, 

age, physical ability, religious faith, choice of computer platform, or sexual orientation of 

the wishee. 
 

 By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms.  This greeting is subject 

to clarification or withdrawal.  It is freely transferable with no alteration to the original 

greeting.  It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any of the wishes for 

her/himself or others, and is void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole 

discretion of the wisher. 
 

 This wish is warranted to perform as expected within the usual application of 

good tidings for a period of one year, or until the issuance of a subsequent holiday 

greeting, whichever comes first, and warranty is limited to replacement of this wish or 

issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the wisher.ò 
 

 ENOUGH!  I prefer the straight forward approach!  I wish for each of you a very 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a warm and peaceful New Year. 
 

 Yours celebrating his politically incorrectness with all the joy of the season, 
  

       Altar A. Ego  
 

 

Meet Altar A. Ego 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://egliselamater.com/images/BibleStudyGroup.gif&imgrefurl=http://egliselamater.com/images/&usg=__SoVd6FQJL2xkuBF9PviKrHgE__c=&h=245&w=300&sz=29&hl=en&start=48&tbnid=hCdc7DHjVfy91M:&tbnh=95&tbnw=116&prev=/images%


Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Fr iday  Saturday  

       1 2 
 

3 4 5 

6            Second Sunday of Advent  
 Communion Sunday                    

 òDonõt Forget to Wonder!ó  

                  10:00 AM    Community Worship 
                   11:15 AM       Refreshments 

7 8 9 10 11 
 

12 

 13          Third Sunday of Advent  
 òPeace is Possibleó 

               10:00 AM     Community Worship 
                   11:15 AM         Refreshments 
                   11:30 AM       Growth Groups 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18    19 
 

20         Fourth Sunday of Advent   
òDealing with Wanderersó 
 10:00 AM    Community Worship 

                   11:15 AM        Refreshments 
                   11:30 AM      Growth Groups 

               

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24  Christmas Eve  
      Candlelight 

Service 
  7:00 PM  

25  
Christmas Day  

26 

27           Michael Milo -  guest speaker  
                   10:00 AM    Community Worship 
                   11:15 AM       Refreshments 
                   11:30 AM      Growth Groups 
        

28 29 30 
 

31 
New Yearõs Eve 

   

       

December  2009 

 

Deadline  
for  

January  
Newsletter  

Worship  
Rehearsal  
7 -  9 PM 

Worship  
Rehearsal  
7 -  9 PM 



 

From The Missions Ministry Team... 

                           
 

 

Lansing City Rescue Mission Free store 

The Free Store will soon be in need of warm adult-size clothing.  Due to lack of storage 
space, they can only take clothing that is in-season.  The Store will start collecting for 
fall and winter soon so go through your closets and see what you have to donate.  All 
items at the Free Store are given to low income/homeless individuals at no cost.  Please 
call the Mission Free Store at (517) 485-0145 for donation drop-off times and store 
hours.  The store is located at 1515 S. Cedar Street in Lansing.  *Due to 
rising health concerns, the Mission can no longer accept childrenõs 
items. 
 

Campus Crusade for Christ  
Visit their new website at www.discoverGod.com!  Thereõs even a fun 
kidõs page called DG4Kids - check it out! 
 

Sermon CDõs  
Available  

for Purchase 
Only $3.00 

 Call the office  
(517) 482-0600  

to order. 
 

 
 

 

December  
Schedule 
 
Nursery 

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 6 

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec.  13 

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 20 

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

     

Special Lesson: 
Advent 3  

Special Lesson: 
Advent 2  

Special Lesson: 
Advent 4  

Special Lesson: 
New Year  

Special Lesson: 
Advent 2  

Special Lesson: 
Advent 3  

Special Lesson: 
Advent 4  

Special Lesson: 
New Year  

* Schedule is subject to change for special events and lessons 

Classic Christmas with CCC  
6YWUigYėh\Yė[fYUhYghė[]Zhė]bė\]ghcfmėkUgėkfUddYXė]bėgkUXX`]b[ėW`ch\Ygíė 
 

9ldYf]YbWYėh\Yėf]W\bYggėcZė7\f]ghógėV`Ygg]b[ėVmėWY`YVfUh]b[ėh\Yėh]aY`YggėhfYUgifYgėcZėh\YėgYUgcb$ėė>c]bėigėZcfėUė7`Ugg]Wė7\f]stmas 
by inviting your family and friends to these fun activities! 
  

Saturday, 12/5, 10:00am-12:30pm 
Holiday Decoratingï Learn some handy tips for simple, inexpensive decorating and make some fun things to take 
home! 
 

Saturday, 12/12, 2:00pm-4:00pm 
Cookie Decorating & Exchangeï6f]b[ėUėXcnYbėcfėgcėVU_YXėUbXėfYUXmėhcė[cëėėKYó``ė]WY"ėgdf]b_`YėUbXė[Ufb]g\ėhc[Yh\Yf$ėė
8cbóhėZcf[Yhėh\Yė[]b[YfVfYUXėUbXė[iaXfcdgėZcfė;]b[YfVfYUXė<cigYėaU_]b[ėhccë 
 

Thursday, 12/24, 5:00pm 
Christmas Eve Potluck-- Because the best part of the season is spending time with each 
other in joy, love and warmth, help us welcome those who may not have the loved ones or 
resources to enjoy a traditional Christmas dinner this year.  Bring something to share and 
take this unique opportunity relax and fellowship before our Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Family Fun Nights- Mark Your Calendars! 
2010 is just around the corner, and with it plenty of opportunities for family fun! Make sure 
to jot down the dates and times for these events! 
 Saturday, 1/9/10, 5:00pm-7:00pm - Healthy Cooking Night 
 Tuesday, 2/16/10, 6:30pm - Pancake Dinner for Shrove Tuesday 
 Sunday, 2/14/10, 5:00pm-7:00pm - The Five Love Languages for Families 
 Saturday, 3/13/10, 5:00pm-7:00pm -  Game Night 

 

           For more information on any of these events or to offer your helping hands- contact: 
Jeff or Katie  Phone: 248-421-6327  Email: kphillips@christcommunitylansing.org 

 
Childrenõs  
Chapel 

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in 

the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could 

it be so? It came without ribbons. It came without 

tags. It came without packages, boxes or bags. And 

he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore. 

Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't 

before. What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come 

from a store. What if Christmas, perhaps, means a 

little bit more.  

mailto:kphillips@christcommunitylansing.org

