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Thank you, CCC

Dear Members and Friends of CCC,

This is one of those rare times when I get
to speak for my wife. Susan and I thank you from
the bottom of our hearts for the flowers and cards
you sent sharing your sympathy over the loss of
Susan’s dad. The cards filled with kind words and
warm prayers have been a source of strength. Both
of us have said often we don’t know how people
make it without the shared strength of a Christian
Community.

We also thank you for the very generous
“love offering check”.  Your thoughtfulness and
generosity caught us both by surprise. As I demon-
strated on Sunday I was at a loss for words....
(NOW you should have taken a picture because it
might not happen again durmg this decade. ])

Thank you all again for everything.

With love, warmth and gratitude,

Pastor Mike and Suzi
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Dear Friends at Christ Community Church,

I would like to thank you for the lovely
gift and card given to me this past week. My job is
such a pleasure because of all of you. It is a won-

derful feeling to be appreciated.
Take care and God bless,

Karen Petovello

Dearest CCC,

I was so surprised and overwhelmed to have re-
ceived a card of thanks and such a sweet token! I
LOVE PANERA BREAD :) Its a blessing to serve
here and to do what I can to ensure a clean building
for your congregants to worship. Thank you so
much for thinking of me and I'm grateful for each
of you.

My prayer is the Lord's blessing upon you and your
church. Thank you again!!

Elon Geffrard

SUNDAY, MARCH 7
“Try, Try Again”
Communion Sunday
10:00 AM  Community Worship
11:15 AM  Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
“Appearances Can Be Deceiving”
10:00 AM  Community Worship

11:15 AM  Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
“Judas: His Lessons For Us”
10:00 AM  Community Worship

11:15 AM Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups

SUNDAY, MARCH 28
“Decision Time”
Palm Sunday
10:00 AM  Community Worship
11:15 AM  Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups




FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

Kar | H. Brevik in his booklet,
Cowley tells the story of an Armenian farmer who had the most valuable lamb in
the entire valley where he lived. Some of his neighbors were so envious they
came armed to the teeth to try and steal the lamb. When the owner realized what
was happening, he snatched the lamb in his arms, ran into his cabin and began to
fire at his attackers: first out one window, then out another. In his haste and an-
ger, he found himself stumbling over the lamb as he hurried between the windows.
Finally he threw the lamb out the door so that there would be no more interference
with his desire to shoot at the i
fiLike the farmer (many times) we (also) find ourselves on guard against those who would in-
vade our lives and steal the treasures we hold dear. In our passion for self-protection, (however), it is
possible to lose or throw away what really matters in our desire to rid ourselves of our attackers. Aris-
totle wrote: AMen acquire a particular
stantly on guard against the furies which are thought to be sneaking up, ready to snatch away your
. treasures is a sad state of affairs. Vision is blunted, enthusiasm wanes, conversation becomes an
empty repetition of past hopes dashed and smashed, relationships grow sterile and the future seems
.dul |, bleak and grey. o
Mr . Brevi ké6s message reminded me of th
. known over the years, including myself. As we witness in our community with all of the emotional
pressures that witnessing entails I a very real human tendency is to draw in and fight in a variety of
ways that no longer have any meaning. Our goals are no longer kept in focus, our values decline, our
self-esteem drops, and we become little more than a reflection of the illness we are trying to heal
(witness reactions to health care, war and other politically charged issues.)

Reverend
Michael Dunkelberger

During the next several weeks we will continue to travel through the season of the church year
called Lent which culminates in the Easter celebration. We are given a great opportunity to take stock
of ourselves, our actions and our attitudes in light of him who gave his life that we might know what it
means to be whole and free. Whose business are we about? Are our goals, personal and corporate,
still focused on the risen Lord, or have we thrown Him out the door so that we will have no interfer-
ence with our desires?

It is my hope and prayer that we will, in our worship and our actions, be about that which is
pleasing in His sight. May we never lose sight of His direction for our lives and for our church.

God bless,

Pastor Mike
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FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM

ectionso, writes: iMal col m

Dear Members and Friends of Christ Community Church,

Dr. Richard
oDicko

Congregational
Care Pastor

Schul hei
| am meeting with a group of pastors looking at a book called
The Franci s|] C

bed

aut hor i s

be

“Crazy Love”

American church can descri as
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Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ a we think of G 0 dCragy Lovef o r

challenge for those who are disciples of Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Dick




SMALL GROUP NEWS

Small Groups usually havel@ people who gather regularly to talk about
their spiritual journeys, study the bible, pray, encourage, and support one an-

other. The following are three groups that are currently meeting. If you
would like to know more about a particular group, please feel free to contact
the group leader either by phone or email.

Sunday Morning Discovery Group
Intensive study of a particular book of the Bible.

Jonah & Ruth

Dick Schultheis
(517) 3320134
dickbonnie @hotmail.com

Sunday11:30 AM
Library,

Primary Focus:
Present Study:

Leader:

Meeting Time:

Location: First of t he

New Adult Group
Lessons to be learned from people in the scriptures.

Primary Focus:

Present Study: 0Godods Answers to
Qu e s thy Lr.RekbdWarren
Leader: Pastor Mike Dunkelberger
(517) 4820600
pastormike @ christcommunitylansing.ory
Meeting time: Sunday, 11:30 AM
Location: The Gate, downstairs on the Capitol Ave. side

The New Adult Group beganthebookb o d 6 s Answer s to,bifeds
Rick Warren. Dr. Warren says of his book: The bible offers titested answers to

|l ifeds difficult questions. Practical
it. This book was written to help you do just that. The bible is filled with examples

of real people who faced the same questions you face: how to handle discourage-
ments, how to respond to crises, why bad things happen, what to do about

loneliness.

Come and be a part of our freevheeling discussion and captured biblical insights. If
you do plan to attend, the office has books available for $13.00.
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Meet Altar A. Eqo

The Three BOs

As you have probably guessed by now I like things that are a bit unique and
di fferent. This monthoés theme refl
from an e-mail I received on my Blackberry during a Sunday service so it must be sacred

right? Anyway it is about a buzzard, a bat and a bumblebee. Observe these facts:

If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top,
the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a
buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Without
space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for
life in a small jail with no top.

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkable, nimble creature in the
aif) ;annd take bffifiom g level place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can
do is shuffle about helplessly and no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight
elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a
flash.

A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it
is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find
some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists,
until it completely destroys itself.

Now in many ways, we are |ike the
struggle about with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to
do is look up, look outside the box and gain a higher perspective. Those are the answers,
the escape route and solution to jus
a higher persgective.

i cul t uestions .
L As the old cliché goes: sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks up!
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Yours , looking out, up and elevated,

Altar A. Ego
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2

3

Worship
Rehearsal
7-9PM

Communion Sunday

0oTry, Try Agai

10:00 AM  Community Worship
11:15 AM Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups

10

11

12

13
Game Night
S5- 7 p.m.

14

O Appearances

Can B

10:00 AM  Community Worship
11:15 AM Refreshments
11:30 AM Growth Groups

15

16

17

18

Worship
Rehearsal
7-9PM

19

20

21

oJudHiss Lessons F

10:00 AM  Community Worship
11:15 AM Refreshments
11:30 AM  Growth Groups
12:30 PM Leadership & Elders

Meeting

22

23

C)

Deadline
for
April
Newsletter

24

25

26

27

28

oDecision Ti mef{(
Palm Sunday

10:00 AM  Community Worship

11:15 AM Refreshments

11:30 AM  Growth Groups

29

30

31




March

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT: JANUARY 1-FEBRUARY 21, 2010

SchedulesSunday, Mar.(Bunday, Mar.(Bunday, Mar.(&unday, Mar. (28
SPECIAL
0Jesus,| &yeddss,| Goledssus| ilESSON
Nursery Son | ( Son | J6Power f|u[(PélmSunday
Matthew Matthew (Mark, Luke, Johr])
0Teachi nogTse aocnh i n @ﬁ_'es.rm S Lfggtglé%'
Ch | | d r Pé ﬁy6 rs IPorayer| | Mbni st r(baﬂmSunday)
Chapel

Matthew, Luke

Matthew, Luke

Matthew, Mark,

Luke

* Schedule is subject to change for special events and lessons

Invite a Friend!

Make sure to grab a flyer or two from the display cabinet by the
$GHKCQDMY“ZR $G@ODKuU

Game Night

Saturday, 3/13/10, 5:00:00pm

@MC HMUHSD

| t s t 1 me -fashioned familyg gamealniglot Again!

Bring your favorite board games and a snack to share.
We 6| | make i-tashbomheddrtehiosnew
with a Nintendo Wii, so make sure to bring your favorite games!

.

For more information on any of these events or to offer your helping ¢t@mdst:
Jeff or KatiePhone: 2484216327 Emailkphillips@christcommunitylansing.org

Income Actual Budget Difference
Members & Friends $19,692.90 $16,637.69 $3055.21
Other Income $9,089.15 $5,740.74 $3,348.41

TOTAL $28,782.05 $22,378.43 $6,403.62
Expenses $23,941.78 $22,689.89 -$1,251.89
TOTAL
Income to Expenses $4,840.27 311.46 $4,528.81

They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank  heavens for church
ladies with typewriters. These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually

appeared in church bul etinsg were j::@nced in church seréicgs:

8§ he EngE' FQ\yM nfere emclud IL. D / HF {

8§ The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water..' The sermon tonight: 'Searching
for Jesus.'

§ Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.

§ For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.
8 Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get.
8§ Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a

mféendsglpéhat_bﬁg@ ip tt]elr school days. -
§ Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members

and to the deterioration of some older ones.

§ Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want re-
membered.

8 The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow..

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

w w
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